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CONFIDENTIAL GABORONE 0251 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, BC, AO 

SUBJECT: BOTSWANA RECOGNIZES MPLA 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

1 . SECRETARY FOR EXTERNAL AFAIRS CHARLES TIBONE CALLED IN 
AMBASSADOR MORNING OF FEB. 16 TO NOTIFY US OF GOB DECISION 
TO RECOGNIZE MPLA AS LEGITIMATE GOVERNMENT OF ANGOLA. 
ACCORDING TO TIBONE, THE DECISION HAD BEEN MADE ONLY ONE HOUR 
EARLIER AND WAS TAKEN BECAUSE OF ANXIETY ON THE PART OF THE 
PEOPLE OF BOTSWANA ABOUT THE UNSETTLED ANGOLA SITUATION. TIBONE 
REMINDED AMBASSADOR OF PREVIOUS GOB STATEMENTS THAT EFFECTIVE 
CONTROL OF TERRITORY WOULD BE A MAJOR FACTOR IN DECISION ON 
RECOGNITION. IN LIGHT OF RECENT MPLA MILITARY GAINS, GOB NOW 
CONSIDERS MPLA IN EFFECTIVE CONTROL OF ANGOLA. 
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2. ACCORIDNG TO TIBONE, GOB REGRETS THAT SOLUTION HAS BEEN 
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IMPOSED ON ANGOLAN PEOPLE AND WILL CONTINUE TO PRESS IN ADDIS 
ABABA FOR RECONCILIATION TO AVOID FURTHER BLOODSHED. 

3. IN RESPONSE TO PROBING BY AMBASSADOR, TIBONE ADMITTED THAT 
GOB HAS BEEN IN CONTACT WITH ZAMBIAN GOVERNMENT OVER THIS 
CHANGE IN GOB POLICY. TIBONE LEFT IMIRESSION THAT GOZ 
CONSIDERING SIMILAR ACTION VERY SOON. 

4. PRESS STATEMENT BY MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS TO BE 
BROADCAST NATIONWIDE OVER RADIO BOTSWANA FEB. 16 AT 1300 LOCAL 
TIME. TEXT OF STATEMENT BY SEPTEL. 

BOLEN 
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